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After enjoying a very meaningful Shavuot Yom Tov, we now turn
our sights on this week’s Shabbat reading, Parshat Naso. The
parsha is famous as being the longest Torah reading of the year
for a single parsha. Naso contains 176 pesukim, far beyond the
average Torah portion. It certainly cannot be coincidence that
the longest Parsha in the Torah is always read on the first
Shabbat after Shavuot.

It's been suggested that the Torah is challenging us to not only
talk the talk, but to also walk the walk. We just spent the entire
night of Shavuot convincing Hashem that we truly want the
Torah, for every year on Shavuot, we accept the Torah anew.
Every year, Hashem sits and judges whether He should renew
the world for another year, who’s merit rides on our
commitment to Torah study. Hopefully, we succeeded in
convincing Hashem of our commitment to Torah, and He has
graciously given us another year of physical and spiritual
success. But now Hashem tests us with the longest Torah
reading of any Shabbat. He wants to see that our enthusiasm to
embrace the Torah was not just a one night deal. He wants to
see us embrace the Torah into the week and into Shabbat, so He
gives us the longest parsha of the year to test our acceptance. If
we go into Shabbat enjoying the Torah reading, despite it’s
length, then we are telling Hashem that our commitment was
real. If we go into the Shabbat, bemoaning the Torah reading,
then we are sending Hashem a less than optimal message.

Let’s see one of the many ideas that parshat Naso has to offer.
There are many themes to this week’s parsha but one that
stands out to me is the section that describes to us the laws of
Nazir.

The Torah gives a person the power to take a Nazarine vow, to
sanctify himself by separating from consuming wine, from
taking haircuts, and refraining from coming into contact with
corpse tumah. After 30 days of separation, he brings offerings
to the Mishkan and life without these
restrictions.

Why would a person choose to become a Nazir? The Torah does
not usually encourage asceticism or separation from the
physical world, beyond those behaviors that the Torah already
sanctioned us to refrain from.

The Gemara explains that the reason why a Jew may feel the

resumes regular

need to become a Nazir is that he may find himself fighting an
evil urge to over-indulge in wine and in the sinful behaviors that
wine may bring, and the Torah is giving him a constructive way
of dealing with his weaknesses, to allow him to rise above his
shortcomings.

We see from here an amazing thing. We just accepted the Torah
anew on Shavuot. We reaffirmed to Hashem that we are
dedicated to Torah Judaism one hundred percent! We all
proclaimed again, “We will do and we will hear!”

However, the Torah is letting us know that even though we have
chosen the path of righteousness and G-dliness, do not think
that your journey will be smooth sailing. Even after we have
accepted the Torah, we are still, at the end of the day, human
beings. It is precisely because of our humanity and our inherent
weaknesses, that Hashem chose to give us the Torah and not the
angels! Hashem desires us to serve Him because he wants
human beings to choose to serve Him, using both their good
inclination and their bad. Because our job is to serve Him by
choice, we need to struggle with our evil inclination so that the
choice to follow the Torah will be worthwhile. The downside to
this is that we will fall from time to time. We will not make the
right choices every time. What makes the tzaddik great is not
that he never falters. What makes him great is that he bounces
back after he falters. The Torah is telling us that it is human to
falter, and Hashem wants humans! The greatness is getting back
up and becoming far better than we could ever have imagined.
The recipe of Nazir allows a Jew, who is faltering, to rise above
and beyond his limitations. The holiness that he infuses into
himself by taking upon himself a Nazarine vow, propels him far
beyond the weak human being he was before.

The Torah calls the Nazir a “wonder.” It is inspiring to be
connected to a true tzaddik who lives his life on a different plane
then the rest of us. But it is truly wondrous to see a Jew, who
has fallen, get back up and keep going in his journey to become
closer to Hashem.

The ability to fall and get back up and climb even higher than we
were before the fall, is an amazing power that the Torah has
given us and it is this message of optimism and hope that the
Torah felt we needed to hear straight after having accepted the
Torah again on Shavuot!
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	After enjoying a very meaningful Shavuot Yom Tov, we now turn our sights on this week’s Shabbat reading, Parshat Naso. The parsha is famous as being the longest Torah reading of the year for a single parsha. Naso contains 176 pesukim, far beyond the average Torah portion. It certainly cannot be coincidence that the longest Parsha in the Torah is always read on the first Shabbat after Shavuot. It’s been suggested that the Torah is challenging us to not only talk the talk, but to also walk the walk. We just spent the entire night of Shavuot convincing Hashem that we truly want the Torah, for every year on Shavuot, we accept the Torah anew. Every year, Hashem sits and judges whether He should renew the world for another year, who’s merit rides on our commitment to Torah study. Hopefully, we succeeded in convincing Hashem of our commitment to Torah, and He has graciously given us another year of physical and spiritual success. But now Hashem tests us with the longest Torah reading of any Shabbat. He wants to see that our enthusiasm to embrace the Torah was not just a one night deal. He wants to see us embrace the Torah into the week and into Shabbat, so He gives us the longest parsha of the year to test our acceptance. If we go into Shabbat enjoying the Torah reading, despite it’s length, then we are telling Hashem that our commitment was real. If we go into the Shabbat, bemoaning the Torah reading, then we are sending Hashem a less than optimal message. Let’s see one of the many ideas that parshat Naso has to offer. There are many themes to this week’s parsha but one that stands out to me is the section that describes to us the laws of Nazir.  The Torah gives a person the power to take a Nazarine vow, to sanctify himself by separating from consuming wine, from taking haircuts, and refraining from coming into contact with corpse tumah. After 30 days of separation, he brings offerings to the Mishkan and resumes regular life without these restrictions.  Why would a person choose to become a Nazir? The Torah does not usually encourage asceticism or separation from the physical world, beyond those behaviors that the Torah already sanctioned us to refrain from. The Gemara explains that the reason why a Jew may feel the
	need to become a Nazir is that he may find himself fighting an evil urge to over-indulge in wine and in the sinful behaviors that wine may bring, and the Torah is giving him a constructive way of dealing with his weaknesses, to allow him to rise above his shortcomings. We see from here an amazing thing. We just accepted the Torah anew on Shavuot. We reaffirmed to Hashem that we are dedicated to Torah Judaism one hundred percent! We all proclaimed again, “We will do and we will hear!”  However, the Torah is letting us know that even though we have chosen the path of righteousness and G-dliness, do not think that your journey will be smooth sailing. Even after we have accepted the Torah, we are still, at the end of the day, human beings. It is precisely because of our humanity and our inherent weaknesses, that Hashem chose to give us the Torah and not the angels!  Hashem desires us to serve Him because he wants human beings to choose to serve Him, using both their good inclination and their bad. Because our job is to serve Him by choice, we need to struggle with our evil inclination so that the choice to follow the Torah will be worthwhile. The downside to this is that we will fall from time to time. We will not make the right choices every time. What makes the tzaddik great is not that he never falters. What makes him great is that he bounces back after he falters. The Torah is telling us that it is human to falter, and Hashem wants humans! The greatness is getting back up and becoming far better than we could ever have imagined. The recipe of Nazir allows a Jew, who is faltering, to rise above and beyond his limitations. The holiness that he infuses into himself by taking upon himself a Nazarine vow, propels him far beyond the weak human being he was before. The Torah calls the Nazir a “wonder.” It is inspiring to be connected to a true tzaddik who lives his life on a different plane then the rest of us. But it is truly wondrous to see a Jew, who has fallen, get back up and keep going in his journey to become closer to Hashem. The ability to fall and get back up and climb even higher than we were before the fall, is an amazing power that the Torah has given us and it is this message of optimism and hope that the Torah felt we needed to hear straight after having accepted the Torah again on Shavuot!
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