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Breishit 5781

LET US MAKE MAN
&l | RABBI DOVID HORWITZ

This week we return to the beginning of the Torah by reading again
the book of Breishit. Although we read the same text year after year,
it is remarkable how each year we discover new insights and ideas
that we did not realize in years’ past.
One of the more seminal verses from this week’s parsha is the one
where Hashem says the famous words, “Let us make man...”
The difficulty in this phrase is the word “us”. Who is Hashem talking
to when He uttered these words? Was He speaking to Himself,
referring to Himself in the plural or was He speaking to the Heavenly
angels who He created earlier?
The medrash explains that Hashem was speaking to His angels. He
was consulting with them as to whether He should create such a
creature called “man,” a being comprised of both a physical body
and a spiritual soul. Different groups of angels came forward to
argue why man should be created, while others argued against his
being created. The angels of Truth argued not to create man, for
man will be full of deceit and lies. The angels of Chessed, kindness,
argued that man should be created for he will do acts of
lovingkindness. Then the angels of Tzedek, right and wrong, and the
angels of Shalom, peace, came forward. Eventually, although many
angels argued against creating man, Hashem of course, decided to
listen to the angels who were in favor of creating man.
There is another medrash that suggests that Hashem spoke to the
angels, so to speak, as equals by consulting them with the words,
“Let us make man,” in order to teach us the importance of humility.
Although Hashem is all powerful and does not need the help or the
permission of the angels to create what He wishes to create, He
consulted with those of lesser stature to teach us to always be
humble.
Both of these medrashim are teaching us how important good
middot, character traits, are, to the degree that Hashem lowers His
own stature in order to teach us this lesson. It reminds me of the
well known gemara in Sotah where Hashem instructs us to erase His
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Every year, we finish the Torah and immediately
go back to Bereishis.

Every once in a while, we also need to go back to
the beginning and look again at the bigger
picture of the life we want to build.

Before you ask how to get more done, how to
succeed, and how to move forward, ask
yourself: What am | running for? Where do |
want to go? And what really matters to me?
Because when we forget where we started, and
when we lose sight of the bigger picture we are
working toward, we can run very fast in the
wrong direction and end up creating a picture
we never wanted in the first place.

Weekly Challenge: On Motzei Shabbos, before
the race of the year after the Yamim Tovim
begins, stop for ten minutes. Go back to your
Bereishis. Your goals, your values, and the
reasons you started. Make sure you are always
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name into bitter waters and have the suspected woman drink them
in order to restore peace between her and her husband. Hashem, so
to speak, is prepared to lower Himself by having His name erased, in
order to teach us the importance of Shalom in marriage.

These character traits, Shalom, peace, Emet, truth, Chessed,
kindness, and Tzeddek, righteousness, are the cornerstones that
allow us to develop into G-dly human beings. Without them, the
creation of mankind, and the entire world, is pointless.

The medrash however is bothered by one concern. It is indeed a
beautiful idea to suggest that Hashem spoke the words, “Let us make
man” in order to teach us the importance of good traits, but the
language of the verse lays open a potential argument of heresy! A
person who doesn’t believe in the one-ness of Hashem can hold up
this verse as a proof that Hashem is not all powerful! “See, even
Hashem needed the permission of other forces in the Heavens to
make man!” Why isn’t the Torah concerned that the phrasing of this
verse will lead people to heresy?

The answer is simple. Thoughts of heresy do not stem from the
intellectual mind. They stem from faulty character traits and lustful
thoughts. A human being who possesses fine character traits and a
clean mind will naturally believe in an all powerful and single G-d. It
is in our DNA to be believers of G-d. It is only the perversions of the
heart that lead to a perversion of the intellect!

Hashem, therefore, is not worried about this verse leading to people
believing in multiple gods. He is worried, however, that we not grow
up to be perverted people! Therefore, He gave us a recipe for living a
perfect life. If we strive to live a life of truth, justice, peace and
kindness, we are guaranteed to grow so close to Hashem, that
thoughts of heresy will be impossible to even entertain!

By following this recipe, which will lead us to growing closer and
closer to Hashem, we show Hashem that His project called Creation
was not for naught. Unlike the people in Noah’s generation, whose
evil actions led Hashem to regret the creation of mankind, we have
the ability to show Hashem that His creating us was and is worthwile!
By living lives of goodness and kindness, we become a light that
illuminates the darkness that the Western world has brought into the
world with their perverted sense of right and wrong!
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ASK THE RABBI
RABBI SHABTAI YOGEL, Rosh Beis Medrash.

Question: If someone mistakenly said “V’sein tal u’matar livracha”
during these days, before the 7th of Marcheshvan, does he need to
repeat Shemoneh Esrei?

Answer: Several poskim, including Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach and
Rav Ovadia Yosef zt”l, ruled that he does not need to repeat
Shemoneh Esrei. After all, it is already the rainy season, so his
request is not completely incorrect or untrue. In addition, nowadays
rain would not cause a problem for those traveling home after being
oleh regel, even if there were still olei regel. Therefore, this mistake
does not invalidate his tefillah.

However, this ruling is still considered a chiddush, and other poskim
disagree. It is also brought in the name of the Chazon Ish, and Rav
Shmuel Wosner zt”l ruled this way as well, that since the proper time
to begin saying “V’sein tal u’'matar” has not yet arrived, he has not
fulfilled his obligation of tefillah. According to this opinion, it is
considered a complete mistake, and if he already finished Shemoneh
Esrei, he must daven again.

Since there is a major machlokes on this issue, it would seem that
safek brachos ’hakel, and he should not be required to repeat
Shemoneh Esrei. However, it is very preferable for him to daven
again with a condition that, if he is not obligated, the tefillah should
be a tefillas nedavah. Alternatively, he should try to listen carefully
to the chazzan’s repetition.

Question: Halacha mentions the minhag that the Chassan Torah
and Chassan Bereishis make a seudah, or Kiddush, in honor of
completing the Torah. Indeed, in many shuls, the Chassan Torah
and Chassan Bereishis, either together or separately, sponsor a
Kiddush on this Shabbos. But why does the Chassan Bereishis also
make a Kiddush? The simcha is for the completion of the Torah,
and only the Chassan Torah received the aliyah in which the Torah
was completed. What does this have to do with the Chassan
Bereishis?

WHY DOES THE TZADDIK SUFFER?
RABBI ARIEL MARGI

“And Chanoch walked with Hashem, and he was no longer here,
because Hashem had taken him.”

What does this pasuk mean? Does it not “pay” to be a tzaddik? To
understand this, we need to look at what is happening in this week’s
parsha. Parshas Bereishis begins as a perfect story. Hashem creates
a beautiful world, and at the end: “And Hashem saw everything that
He had made, and behold, it was very good.” But very quickly,
everything falls apart. Adam HaRishon sins with the Eitz HaDaas.
Kayin murders Hevel. In the generation of Enosh, Rashi explains that
Hashem’s Name was profaned through avodah zarah. Later comes
immorality. Already at the beginning of history, mankind falls into
the most serious aveiros. By the end of the parsha, the language has
completely changed: “Hashem regretted that He had made man on
earth,” and then: “I will wipe out mankind whom | created.”

But within this dark story, three people stand out. Hevel, whose
korban Hashem accepted. Chanoch, about whom it says, “Chanoch
walked with Hashem.” And Noach: “Noach found favor in the eyes of
Hashem.” We would expect their lives to be filled with bracha, but
everything seems to be the opposite. Hevel is murdered. Chanoch is
taken by Hashem at only 365, in a world where his son Mesushelach
lived 969 years and his father Yered 962. And Noach? Hashem finds
favor in him, yet he waits until age five hundred to have children. In a
world where people had children around age one hundred, the only
tzaddik waits about four hundred years. What is going on? Why is it
that when we finally find a tzaddik, he is murdered, dies young, or
has no children?

"

Answer: We need to understand that every simcha of a completion is
also a simcha of a new beginning. Every siyum on a masechta is also a
celebration of beginning another masechta, or starting that same
masechta again: Hadran alach. On Simchas Torah, we do not only
finish the Torah. We immediately begin it again from Bereishis.

In fact, our simchos in Yiddishkeit are both endings and beginnings. A
Bar Mitzvah, for example, marks the end of the father’s mitzvah of
chinuch, Baruch Shepetarani, and the beginning of the Bar Mitzvah
boy’s own life of Torah and mitzvos. A wedding marks the end of
being single and the beginning of married life. The same idea applies
throughout.

The dorshei reshumos say that the word Chazak, which the entire
congregation says upon completing a Chumash, is an acronym for
Charishah, Zeri’ah, Ketzirah, plowing, planting, and harvesting. This
hints to the obligation to review one’s learning, because one who
learns but does not review is like someone who plants but never
harvests.

We can therefore understand why the Chassan Bereishis is also part
of the simcha of completing the Torah. The simcha is not only about
the ending. It is about the ending and the new beginning together.
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But the truth is exactly the opposite. Chanoch was not taken despite
the fact that Hashem loved him. He was taken because Hashem
loved him. Rashi explains that Chanoch was a tzaddik, but he could
easily be influenced to return to evil. He lived in a difficult
generation, so Hashem took him early, before he could fall. What
looks to us like a shortened life was actually an act of chesed. The
same is true with Noach. Hashem wanted not only Noach to survive
the Mabul, but all his sons as well. A child follows his father, while an
adult is judged on his own actions. Therefore, Hashem delayed the
birth of Noach’s children so that when the Mabul came, even his
oldest son would still follow his father, allowing all three sons to be
saved with him.

From our perspective, the question is: why does the tzaddik have to
wait? But in Hashem’s calculation, that waiting was part of saving his
entire family. Imagine Noach entering the Teivah and having to leave
one of his children behind. And what about Hevel? | don’t know. |
truly don’t know why Hevel was murdered. But after understanding
Chanoch and Noach, we learn something important: we do not see
the whole picture. We see an event and immediately give it meaning.
Chanoch died young, so something must have gone wrong. But Rashi
opens a small window into a completely different calculation.
Chanoch died young because Hashem saw what we could not see.
Noach waited for children because Hashem was preparing a
salvation that he could never have known about.

Every Shabbos, countless Jews sing: “Ravrevin ovadach v’takifin,
machich ramaya v’zakif kefifin. Lu yichye gevar shnin alfin, la ye’ol
gevurtech b’chushbenaya.” Even if a person lived for a thousand
years, he could never understand all of Hashem’s calculations.
Hopefully, the next time we look at the world and ask “Why?”, we will
remember how limited our view is, and how much of the calculation
we simply cannot see.
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