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It is hard to talk about anthropology without talking
about artificial intelligence. And yet, I would argue
this is not a play about AI.

It is a play about grief — about how we search for
meaning and closure in the wake of profound loss,
and how differently that search can look from person
to person. In this play, AI is simply the tool Merril
understands best, the language she speaks most
fluently. It becomes her way of reaching toward
something she cannot otherwise grasp — much to the
shock and discomfort of those around her — as that
tool begins to lead her somewhere unexpected.

In our rehearsal room, conversations about AI have
been as varied as the people having them. Our team
spans a wide spectrum: from those whose careers are
deeply intertwined with this technology to those who
approach it with skepticism or even alarm. Many of us
find ourselves somewhere in between — aware of its
rapid growth, uneasy about its 
ethical and environmental 
implications, and yet curious 
about its possibilities.
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Playwright Lauren Gunderson resists offering easy
answers. The AI in anthropology is neither hero nor
villain; it shifts, as grief itself does, refusing to settle
into something simple or easily defined.

I am deeply grateful to this extraordinary cast and
production team for helping bring this story to life.
Working on this play has also been a reminder of how
much our own theater has evolved. The first
production I directed with NOVA Nightsky Theater,
After the Storm, took place in the parking lot behind
this church, with the simplest of technical elements.
With anthropology, we have had the opportunity to
explore a much wider range of tools — blending old-
school theatrical storytelling with new and sometimes
surprising technologies.

Thank you for being here and sharing in this (entirely
human!) experience with us. I hope the play resonates
with you, challenges you, and perhaps leaves you with
                                         more questions than answers.
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NOVA Nightsky Theater was founded in late summer of 2021
by actor/producer Jaclyn Robertson and playwright/director
Ward Kay. Both had worked in the local theater scene for
years but wanted to bring something a little different to the
community. While our first show was performed outdoors in
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have performed
productions in all different types of venues, aligning with our
mission of producing theater in unconventional spaces. ​
Unlike other community theater companies that rely on
grants or donations to operate, we rely on ticket sales to
produce our shows. As such, we maintain tight budgets and
create shows utilizing the amazing talents of our company
members and casts.

100% of your ticket purchase goes into our company. Please
consider joining us for future shows so we can continue to
thrive.
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